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Cary Nelson is currently a Jubilee Professor of Liberal Arts and Sciences and Professor of 

English at the University of Illinois:  Urbana - Champaign.  He is also the forty-ninth President 

of National AAUP, first elected to the office in 2006 after serving the Association for many 

years in other roles.   

Excerpt from “About Cary Nelson” in Workplace: A Journal of Academic Labor.  By Alan 
Wald, University of Michigan: 
 

With the appearance of Manifesto of a Tenured Radical in 1997, Cary became the national 
exemplar of the committed scholar who conceived of the advance of his own career in the 
context of the amelioration of the rank-and-file of the academic community; more specifically, 
graduate students, part-time employees, and campus workers. …  

Cary has the capacity to render the complex luminously lucid without the sacrifice of 
subtlety. Indeed, it is Cary’s mastery of his craft that accounts for an ample part of the impact of 
his work. 

So, how does he manage it all? What is the “secret” of Cary’s magnificent balancing of 
such scholarly attainments with extraordinary activist social commitment, as well as dazzling 
teaching and mentoring? 

It all comes together because Cary’s vision as a scholar is, in fact, the guide to his fierce 
partisanship for an academic freedom and commitment to a university community vigorously 
defended by its tenured professors. In the “Introduction” to Manifesto, Cary reveals that his rage 
(often tinged with sardonic humor) at hypocrisy and selfishness in the “actually existing” 
institutions of English literature is motivated by his love of the potential of the profession: 
“More perhaps than any other discipline, literary studies has reformed and opened its 
intellectual life in such a way as to fulfill a commitment to democratic values.” Any doubts 
about the legitimacy of this claim can be assuaged simply by looking at the remarkable career of 
Cary Nelson.   

 
To learn more about Cary Nelson, visit:  www.cary-nelson.org 

One of his essays on academic freedom can be found at:  

http://www.cary-nelson.org/nelson/acadfree.html 


