
Sessions 1 and 2: 
General Foundational Studies Overview

(In conjunction with Advising Matters)



MySam View



Purpose of Foundational Studies
 Provides broad 

exposure to multiple 
disciplinary approaches 
to understanding the 
world

 Focuses on language, 
writing, and critical 
thinking skills which 
enhance career 
readiness objectives

 Forms the basis for 
developing essential 
intellectual, civic, and 
practical capacities



Association of American Colleges & Universities
Essential Learning Outcomes (LEAP Program) 

 Knowledge of Human Cultures and the Physical and Natural World

 Intellectual and Practical Skills

 Personal and Social Responsibility

 Integrative and Applied Learning

https://www.aacu.org/


Links to other institutional initiatives

NACE SURVEY AACU Employer Survey

Communication skills 
(written) 70.2%

Problem-solving skills 70.2%
Communication skills 
(verbal) 68.9%

Analytical/quantitative 
skills 62.7%

Flexibility/adaptability 60.9%

Technical skills 59.6%

Interpersonal skills 
(relates well to others) 58.4%

Computer skills 55.3%

Detail-oriented 52.8%

Organizational ability 48.4%

 Rate as Very Important (Proportion 
of employers who rate each 
outcome an 8, 9, or 10 on a zero-
to-10 scale) Employers % 

 The ability to effectively 
communicate orally 85 

 The ability to work effectively with 
others in teams 83 

 The ability to effectively 
communicate in writing 82 

 Ethical judgment and decision-
making 81 

 Critical thinking and analytical 
reasoning skills 81 

 The ability to apply knowledge and 
skills to real-world settings 80



Association of American Colleges & Universities
Essential Learning Outcomes

 Knowledge of Human Cultures and the Physical and Natural World
 Through study in the sciences and mathematics, social sciences, humanities, histories, languages, and 

the arts
 Focused by engagement with big questions, both contemporary and enduring

 Intellectual and Practical Skills, Including
 Inquiry and analysis
 Critical and creative thinking
 Written and oral communication
 Quantitative literacy
 Information literacy
 Teamwork and problem solving
 Practiced extensively, across the curriculum, in the context of progressively more challenging problems, 

projects, and standards for performance

 Personal and Social Responsibility, Including
 Civic knowledge and engagement—local and global
 Intercultural knowledge and competence
 Ethical reasoning and action
 Foundations and skills for lifelong learning
 Anchored through active involvement with diverse communities and real-world challenges

 Integrative and Applied Learning, Including
 Synthesis and advanced accomplishment across general and specialized studies
 Demonstrated through the application of knowledge, skills, and responsibilities to new settings and 

complex problems

https://www.aacu.org/


Foundational Studies Learning 
Objectives
 Locate, critically read, and evaluate information to solve problems.
 Critically evaluate the ideas of others.
 Apply knowledge and skills within and across the fundamental ways 

of knowing (natural sciences, social and behavioral sciences, arts 
and humanities, mathematics, and history).

 Demonstrate an appreciation of human expression through 
literature and fine and performing arts.

 Demonstrate the skills for effective citizenship and stewardship.
 Demonstrate an understanding of diverse cultures within and 

across societies.
 Demonstrate the skills to place their current and local experience in 

a global, cultural, and historical context.
 Demonstrate an understanding of the ethical implications of 

decisions and actions.
 Apply principles of physical and emotional health to wellness.
 Express themselves effectively, professionally, and persuasively 

both orally and in writing.



Curriculum Map
 Courses reporting to be engaged in . . . 

 Written communication (94%) 
 Oral Communication (58%) 
 Critical Thinking (90%) 
 Information Literacy (74%) 
 Quantitative Literacy (24%) 

 Over 70% also engaged in teaching how . . . 
 Apply knowledge and skills within and across the 

fundamental ways
 Demonstrate the skills to place their current and local 

experience in a global, cultural, and historical context
 Locate, critically read, and evaluate information to solve 

problems.
 Critically Evaluate the Ideas of others



Foundational Studies Categories
 I. FR. and JR Composition 
 II. Communication
 IIIA. Quantitative Literacy
 IIIB. Mathematics
 IV. Non-native Languages
 IX. Fine and Performing Arts
 V. Health and Wellness
 VI. Laboratory Science
 VII. Social and Behavioral Sciences
 VIII. Literary Studies
 X. Historical Studies
 XI. Global Perspectives and Cultural Diversity
 XII. Ethics and Social Responsibility
 XIII. Upper-Division Integrative Electives



JR COMP

 Need at least 45 credit hours at time of 
registration. 

 BEIT 336, ENG 305, ENG 305T, ENG 
307, ENG 308, ENG 313 or HRD 340



IIIA. Quantitative Literacy
IIIB. Mathematics (QLM) 
 Need math placement test for most 

courses except FIN 108
 SAT 650 (ACT 29) and up waived 



IV. Non-Native Language* (must 
fulfill one requirement)

A. Four courses in high school in a single or multiple non-native languages, 
including American Sign Language, with a  grade of C or better

OR
B. Two courses at Indiana State in a single or multiple non-native languages, 
(select from two different 101’s, or 101 and 102)**

OR
C. Two courses, from an accredited college or university, in a single or multiple 
non-native languages, including American Sign Language

OR
D. Completion of English as a Second Language (this is only for students who are 
non-native English speakers)

*Students with a certified learning disability must work with the Languages, Literatures, 
and Linguistic department and the Disability Student Services to determine 
strategies for fulfilling the Non-Native Language requirement.

**Students may take the language placement test to determine placement in language 
courses higher than 101. If they take the higher level course and earn a C or better, 
they will have met the requirement. 



NNL Placement 
 2 years (4 courses) of NNL in high school 

with grades of C or higher meets NNL 
requirement for FS (including single or 
multiple languages or American Sign 
Language)

 NNL Placement Test: for students who are 
exempt from the NNL requirement but wish 
to continue language study

 Successfully complete course tested into 
(higher than 101) and earn back credit for 
all previous courses in the language



XIII. Upper Division Integrated 
Electives (2 courses, with some 
caveats)
 Students need to have completed at least 45 credit 

hours at time of registration. 
 Category #2 may be waived with completion of one of the 

following: Previous AAS degree, a minor, a second major, 
a certificate, an education degree outside of the College 
of Education. Military service members stationed outside 
of the U. S. on active duty military service also qualify. 
Student who DO NOT complete this are required to 
complete UDIE Category #2 course.

 Students who do not complete the University Honors 
Program Curriculum (GH 101, 201, 301 & 401), are 
required to complete UDIE Category #1 and #2 courses.

 Dropping a minor, second major, or certificate will require 
the Category #2 UDIE course to be completed 
successfully.



Potential Changes

 Historical Studies –> Historical 
Perspectives

 Change to NNL/GPCD
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