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FALL 2019

Are you ready,
Sycamores?
My name is Randa, and I’m the Assistant
Director for Outreach in the Financial Aid
office. A few of my favorite things are
funfetti cupcakes, colorful eyeglasses (I
have 15 pair; this is not a shining
example of good budgeting practices), and the start of a new year on campus. In this
issue of the newsletter, I’ll be talking to you about our NEW social media site, preparing
to file for 2020-21 financial aid (can you believe it’s FAFSA time already?!), some tips to
help you survive the school year, and our upcoming events for fall 2019! Before we dig
into the details though, let’s get a quick reminder out of the way. 
 
If you still have financial aid forms you need to complete for this year (2019-20), you
may see unsatisfied requirements listed on your MyISU portal. These are usually
marked with a red X. Most financial aid cannot disburse until these items have been
completed. Having unsatisfied requirements can also prevent you from registering for
spring classes when the time comes. Please turn in missing items as soon as possible.  
 
Let’s do this thing. It’s going to be a fantastic year! 
 
With Sycamore Pride, 
 
Randa Wells 
Office of Student Financial Aid  

We've gone
social
Financial Aid is now on Facebook!
Please congratulate us on joining the
21st century.

Check out the @IndstateFinancialAid
page for important updates and
upcoming event information. We’d love it
if you would give us a like and a follow to
help spread the word to others.

Just a quick tip though, because our
office deals with sensitive information (like tax returns and W2s), we ask that if you have
a question or concern, please still contact us via email at ISU-finaid@mail.indstate.edu
or by phone at 1-800-841-4744. 

$uccessful Sycamores
You’ve heard it all before from campus professionals, but these former students have
been there, done that. Radasia and Stephen are two Sycamore success stories (and
two of my favorite people!). They’re sharing some of their top 5 financial aid tips to
help you survive the semester.  

Radasia Blaylock
Bachelors of Social Work, '17 
Masters of Student Affairs and Higher
Education, '19 
 
1. Making your portal a priority: If you
have questions about verification or
anything regarding your financial aid
status, please check your university
email and MyISU portal! Nine times out

of 10, the answers you seek are there.  
 
2. Planning ahead: If you receive a notification that you were selected for verification
way before the next semester starts, go ahead and get it out of the way. If you wait until
the last minute, your financial aid may not pay out on time, and your refund could be
delayed.  
 
3. Get connected: Know your campus resources. Trying to figure out what the Financial
Aid office offers? Visit their website (Randa’s note: or check us out on Facebook!).  
 
4. Prepare for the unexpected: Do not depend heavily on your refund. Anything could
happen. It could come in late because of verification, your bank may take too long to
post it, or you may not be getting back the amount you thought. Use your refund wisely.
Do not just spend the money on Starbucks and Chavas. Once it’s gone, it’s gone. Get
your needs taken care of first, and there will be less stress on you.  
 
5. Aim to stress less: Do not stress about things you cannot control. Period. 

Stephen Lamb
Bachelors of History and Political
Science, '19 
Former Student Government Association
president 
 
1. Reach out: If you are struggling
financially at any point in the year, TELL
SOMEONE (whether that be an RA,
advisor, supervisor, professor, or a
friend)! There are hundreds of dedicated faculty and staff on this campus who can help
you find resources you may need.  
 
2. Work for it: Apply for a job on campus. These jobs allow you to work around your
class schedule, and campus minimum wage is higher than minimum wage off campus.  
 
3. Search for scholarships: Apply for scholarships in The Branch starting December 1.
Qualifying for one of the many scholarships in The Branch is an excellent way to find
free money.  
 
4. Budget better: When it comes to receiving a refund for financial aid, prioritize what
you spend the money on. Make sure you have all your textbooks, supplies, and course
fees (if any) paid BEFORE you buy anything else. If you have any leftover refund money
after you purchase educational materials, try to spend only a certain amount per week
or month so it lasts…especially if you do not have a job.  
 
5. Stephen’s school of hard knocks: At some point in the first month of school, you
will probably run out of Commons Cash, because you don’t realize how much of it you
are spending. Life is hard; learn it here first.    
 
Do you have any tips that you think would help your fellow Sycamores? Email them to

Randa.Wells@indstate.edu with the subject line “Successful Sycamores.”   

Budget busters
We all have them…those little items that sneak in and bust a perfectly good budget (like
a new pair of bright yellow eyeglasses, for example). The problem is that it’s easy to
justify “one-time” splurges or smaller, daily purchases. For instance, will you really miss
that $3-5 for a daily trip to your favorite coffee spot?  
 
But little “every day” expenses have a way of adding up. Let’s say you drink one $3
coffee every day. That comes to around $90 a month and $1,080 a year! Brewing your
own coffee at home will cost a fraction of the price, and will save you massive amounts
over time.  
 
What budget busters do you have in your life? How can you find a more economical
option? Here’s a few tips to help you get started:  
 
The magic of “dupes”: Tempted to drop $60 at Sephora on a new eyeshadow palette?
Put your college-honed research skills to use and search for more affordable
alternatives. Many companies will create dupes of your favorite sets, so you can achieve
the same look for way less. 
 
Fine dining: If eating out is your budget buster (and most of the college students I’ve
talked to say it is!), then it’s time to embrace the joy of eating in. That’s right. I said the
joy. Invite your friends to a pitch-in where everyone brings something or make a big
batch meal like tacos that will feed a crowd (or give you leftovers for the week). Fancy
up a tired boxed meal by popping in some fresh ingredients like herbs or cheese. Enjoy
with great conversation or stream that movie you keep meaning to watch (but always
end up binging The Office instead…).   
 
Love it? List it: Don’t go shopping without a list. Ahem, let me say it a little louder. Do
NOT go shopping without a list. As a recovering impulse buyer (yes, I really did need a
piggy bank shaped like a unicorn…), having a list allows you to go into the store, grab
what you need, and leave. List-less shopping is a recipe for name-brand snack foods
and two dozen eggs in your fridge (because you forgot you already had eggs since you
didn’t make a list). 
 
Pro tip: I am a huge fan of online grocery pick-up, because it allows me to only select
the items I need, compare prices between products, and add and remove things as
many times as I want to get my list right for the week. Even if you don’t want to do the
pick-up option though, downloading a grocery pick-up app allows you to see the cost of
the item in-store, so you can add items up as you’re building your list to avoid register
shock. 
 
How have you learned to beat your budget busters? Share your ideas by emailing me at

Randa.Wells@indstate.edu with the subject line “Budget Busters.”  

Gear up for 2020-21
The school year may have just started for you, but here in the Financial Aid office, we’re
already gearing up for next year! Mark your calendar for October 1, because that’s the
day the 2020-21 Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) opens. You will be
able to complete the FAFSA online or on your mobile device using the MyStudentAid
app.  
 
Want to make the process as stress-free as possible? Review these tips for easier filing: 
 
Check your FSA ID now! – Sometimes the most difficult part about completing the
FAFSA is simply logging in. It has probably been a year since you last logged in, and if
you have forgotten your FSA ID or password, you may need to reset them. Remember,
if you are a dependent student, your parent must also have an FSA ID and know their
password. Confirm your information and have your parents check theirs to ensure when
you’re ready to file, you can login without issues! Check your FSA ID at FSAID.ed.gov.  
 
Have your documents ready – If you completed the FAFSA last year and you’re
eligible for the FAFSA’s IRS Data Retrieval tool, you may be able to file the FAFSA in a
matter of minutes! However, if you’re new to applying for aid or if you’re not able to use
the Data Retrieval Tool, you’ll need your: 
 
o   Social Security number  
o   2018 federal income tax returns 
o   2018 W2s 
 
Dependent students will also need a parent to provide their information. For a full list,
visit fafsa.gov.    
 
Plan a FAFSA date – You will need parent information to complete the FAFSA if you’re
a dependent student. Avoid playing phone tag by pre-scheduling a filing date and time
with your parent! This will give you both time to check your FSA ID and gather your
documents prior to scheduling to make the process as simple as possible. May we
suggest one of our free FAFSA Nights? 
 
What are some things you’ve learned that’s made the FAFSA process easier? Let me know at

Randa.Wells@indstate.edu with the subject line “FAFSA Tips.”   

Upcoming
events
FAFSA Nights 
Did you know if you need help filing your
FAFSA, you can visit or contact the
Financial Aid office for free assistance?

Just walk-in or call us any time during our normal business hours. You can also join us
for one of our FAFSA Nights (Indiana State’s free FAFSA filing events). Come and see
us in Cunningham Memorial Library room 230 from 5:30-7 p.m. on the following
dates: 
 
o   Tuesday, October 1 
o   Monday, November 4 
o   Tuesday, December 3 
 
Your parents are welcome to attend with you! 
 
Online FAFSA Nights 
We will also host online FAFSA sessions for distance students. Appointments are offered
on a first-come, first-serve basis on Wednesday, October 2 from 5-7 p.m. 
 
Contact Randa.Wells@indstate.edu for availability. 
 
To view full details and see a complete list of events Financial Aid will be hosting and
attending, visit our website. 
 
Scheduling an Event 
Did you know the Office of Student Financial Aid offers presentations on a wide array of
financial topics? Whether you’re a professor who wants to help students take control of
their financial aid or a student organization who would like to learn more on financial
wellness such as budgeting and saving, we have a presentation to meet your needs!
Check out our events page to learn more. 

SOCIAL MEDIA FAFSA EVENTS

150 Tirey Hall  
220 North Seventh Street, Terre Haute, Indiana
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