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Who's ready for
summer?
 
My name is Randa and I’m the assistant
director for outreach in the Financial Aid
office. I’m a fan of oatmeal raisin cookies
(they’re better than chocolate chip; you cannot
convince me otherwise) bad puns, and
meeting students like you around campus! I’m
taking over this issue of our newsletter to
share some of my favorite budgeting tips and
helpful hints on ensuring your financial aid is
ready for summer courses and the upcoming
school year. If you’re a graduating senior
(congratulations!), this issue also offers ways to begin preparing your finances for
student loan repayment. Before we talk money though, let’s get a few reminders out of
the way. 

The state of Indiana deadline to apply for the 2019-20 Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA) is Monday, April 15. You can file online or on the myStudentAid
mobile app using Indiana State’s school code – 001807.

If you still have financial aid forms you need to complete from 2018-19, or if you have
already filed your FAFSA for 2019-20 and the federal Department of Education has
requested additional documents from you, you may see "unsatisfied requirements" listed
on your MyISU portal. Most financial aid cannot disburse until 2018-19 items have
been completed which may result in a hold preventing registration. Please turn in
missing items as soon as possible. 

Finally, once you submit your 2019-20 FAFSA, you can review your awards in the
"Financial Resources" tab of your MyISU portal in June.

 

Let’s get the summer started! 

 

With Sycamore Pride,

Randa Wells

Summer savings
As a college student, summer can present
unique challenges to your budget. What are
your summer plans? Are you staying in the
Haute to work or take a few classes, or will
you be spending the summer at home? If your
parents are footing the bill for food, TV
marathons, and air conditioning, it can be
easy to justify splurges like concert tickets,
vacations, and movies (or if you’re like me,
many, many books to read outside). However,
there are ways to still make the most of your
break without breaking the bank. 

Give yourself a goal
If you want to stay on track with your budget, set some summer goals. How will you stick
to them when spending is so tempting. One of the best ways to remind yourself of your
goals is to surround yourself with them.

Set them as your lock screen or wallpaper, so you have to look at them every time
you open your phone.
Put post-it notes up in places you’ll be sure to see them.
Set reminders in your calendar or write them strategically in your planner so they
pop up on specific dates.

Whatever strategy works best for you, put it on repeat so you encounter your goals all
summer long! 

Make the most of your money
While some spending in the summer is inevitable, there are many ways to maximize
your money.

For instance, when looking for pieces to fill your wardrobe, try thrifting first! You
may find the perfect outfit at a second-hand store that someone donated after
spring cleaning or binge-watching tidying up videos (I’m looking at you, Marie
Kondo).
Take advantage of deals that your normal schedule may not permit. Some movie
theaters offer matinee discounts, so save a bundle by watching the big summer
blockbuster in the a.m. instead. 
If you’re like me and you could spend the summer (or really any season) buried in
a book, try hitting up your local library over the bookstore. If you prefer e-books to
paper, many libraries (including the Cunningham Memorial Library) offer
electronic and audiobooks as well! 

Travel $mart
Gorgeous summer weather calls for
adventures! Try to pack the most fun into your
days without racking up bills to match.
Exploring nearby attractions can offer as
much excitement as trips with a more
expensive price tag.

Try researching local street fairs or
music festivals in your area.
Take advantage of the weather and
discover outdoor parks and trails.
Pack travel snacks and plan meals in
during vacations to save cash.

There are so many creative ways to save some cool cash on hot summer days; you just
have to do a little planning. Check out our State Makes $ense page for more tips on
budgeting and saving, including how to download our free budget tool.

Summer semester
Plan on taking a summer course or two (or three!). Don’t forget that summer aid
requires a separate application. To apply, you must complete the Summer Aid Request
Form no later than June 26 and have a 2018-19 FAFSA on file by June 30. Financial aid
in the summer is limited, so visit our website for full eligibility information, types of
awards available and important details. 

Your "before graduation" loan
information
Soon-to-be graduates, we are proud of all you have accomplished here at Indiana State!
Before you put on that cap and gown, let’s make sure you have the information you
need to begin repaying your Federal Direct Student Loans. Not sure if you took out
federal loans, your total loan balance, or who your loan servicer is? Check your Federal
Student Aid account. You can also visit the Financial Aid office to chat with a counselor
about ensuring you understand your next steps after walking at graduation. 

Repayment plans
Did you know that if you accepted Federal Direct Student Loans, you have a six-month
grace period after graduation before you must begin repayment? And did you know that
if you’re pursuing a Master’s degree or doctorate, you can defer your undergraduate
loans while you’re in school as long as you’re enrolled at least half-time? There is a
wealth of information on our website to help you navigate when and how to repay your
federal student loans.

One important thing to note is that Federal Direct student loans have fairly flexible
repayment terms. In fact, the Department of Education offers multiple repayment plans
to help you find the one that works best for you. You can view a full list of repayment
options at the Federal Student Aid website. 

Summer hours
Need to chat with a counselor about your financial aid status for
2019-20? Don’t wait until August to connect with us. The Financial
Aid office is open all summer! Our office hours are Monday-Friday
from 9 a.m-4:30 p.m. Appointments are available on a walk-in
basis or you can talk to us by phone or email.

Catch us around campus!
The Financial Aid office is here to give you every opportunity to
connect with us. You can catch us around campus at the following
events at our Financial Aid table. Stop by to ask us a question, get
information or just to say hello.  
 

Don’t forget…we offer financial aid and financial literacy sessions and workshops. Visit
our Events page or details on how to schedule. 
 
21st Century Scholar FAFSA Session (Walk-In) 
Hosted by 21st Century Scholars Office 
April 15 from 3-4:00 p.m. 
Normal Hall, 212

College of Technology Office Hours (Walk-In) 
Hosted by College of Technology  
April 23 from 2-3:30 p.m. 
Myers Technology Center, 109

Barnes and Noble Graduation Fair (Walk-In) 
Hosted by Barnes and Noble Bookstore 
April 24-25 from 11 a.m.-6:00 p.m. 
Barnes and Noble Bookstore

Career Center Senior Day (Walk-In) 
Hosted by the Career Center  
May 1 from 10 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
Career Center 

FAFSA SUMMER AID LOAN REPAYMENT

150 Tirey Hall  
220 North Seventh Street, Terre Haute, Indiana
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